[Diffusion of amikacin into the sinuses in patients with nosocomial sinusitis. Administration of a single dose per day].
Twenty mechanically ventilated patients with nosocomial sinusitis were treated with amikacin 15 mg/kg administered either once a day (group 1 patients) or twice a day (group 2 patients). Amikacin was assayed in serum and in the liquid drained from the sinuses 8 times over a 24 hours' period (group 1) or 7 times over a 12 hours' period (group 2). The amikacin concentration peak was 10.9 mg/l in group 1 and 5.1 mg/l in group 2. It is concluded that amikacin can be used to treat patients with nosocomial sinusitis. High amikacin concentrations are reached with the once a day dosage.